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Geological features of Hiv Cave, northwest of Hashtgerd, Alborz province

Parviz Armani

Associate Professor, Department of Geology, Imam Khomeini International University, armani@sci.ikiu.ac.ir

Abstract: Cave is one of the important landforms of karst geomorphology. Hiv Cave is located 8 km
northwest of Hashtgerd city in Alborz province. The cave is open to the public, but it is not easy to enter.
Hiv Cave is located in the structural-sedimentary sub-zone of Middle-South Alborz and is formed in the
Rute Formation. Rute Formation in this subzone is one of the carbonate formations with high
karstification potential. Dissolvable limestone and dolomite, dense fractures and paleoclimate with
abundant rainfall have been the most important factors for its formation and expansion. Fractures have
played a significant role in the formation of this cave, in such a way that the corridors of the cave have
formed in line with the fractures of the Rute Formation. Cauliflower, stalactite, and stalagmite
speleothems were identified in Hiv cave.
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